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rose-water abundantly. Let him get tubs fixed up and have them filled up
with milk. And let him get four plaintain-stalks fixed around the king's bed.
And let beds of velvet be spread on the king's bed-stead and scents be sprinkled.
The king should sit quietly in a corner of that very house/

Now the serpent started to bite the king. Then he sees flowers on one
side and flower groves on the cither, he smells and becomes full of joy. (He)
drinks milk and becomes pleased. Lying and rolling he came near the bed.
(He) saw the four stumps, embraces them and climbs over them and comes
down (and was) very pleased. He mounted the bed and rolled over it. (He)
became very much full of joy. (He) became saturated with essences. Then
(he) said : * Shall I bite the king? The! king has done very good turns to-
wards me. I shall now give half of my life to the king.' At that he called
the king now. And the king would not come. And then (he) gave a word
thrice to the king and said : ' Do come. I shall not bite you now/ Then the
king came and fell at his feet. The serpent spoke : * Life I have already given.
Whatever you may ask further, I shall give you/ And (the king) said : * I
ask that I may be able to recognise the speech of all the living beings that
there may be on the earth/ Then the serpent said : * O king, No, (not that) ;
you will feel sorry for it later. Do not do this. You will come to a loss in
this. You will not be able to resist telling it and as soon as you tell of it
you will die/ Then the king spoke : * No, tell it to me. I shall not speak
of it to anybody'. The serpent told him (the secret of all) speech and ate
and drank very well and then went to his ant-hill. Now the king began to
rule his kingdom. (He) ruled for long.

Then after a few days, once when the king was eating his food, grains
of rice fall down from his vessel. An ant comes and takes them away. There
was a male ant outside the enclosure (of the kitchen and the dining-place).
When the she-ant would go out of the enclosure the male ant would snatch
away (the grains). Then she said : 'Why don't you fetch (them) ? I bring
them again and again and again and again you snatch them off. Why don't
you yourself go and bring them ?' At that the male ant spoke : * You are
a Brahmin by caste and I a Chamar, If you will go, the king's enclosure will
not be rendered unclean (but) if I go it will become unclean/ On hearing
this the king laughed a loud laughter. The queen thought that (he) laughed
at her. (She) became insistent (saying) : * Tell me why you laughed. Did
you see me uncovered or did you laugh at the meal ? ' The king said * I did
not laugh at you/ The queen asked : * At whom did you laugh ?' The king
said : ' I shall not tell'. On hearing the king's words, the queen said : * If
you will not tell me, I shall give up food and drink* and she began to fast.
Then the king said : * I gave a word to venerable serpent that I shall not tell
of it to any one. He had said, if you tell, you will die. Well if you do not
agree, let us go to Benares, there I shall tell you. But you will be sorry for it/

Both started from there. After journeying when one stage was reached,
the king said : ' O Queen, eat and drink here, wash and bathe!' Having said